
Christmas Carols Service 
 

M Unto us a Child is born 
C Unto us a son is given – Jesus Christ our Lord 
M In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 

Opening Carol – O come all ye faithful 
Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him Born the king of angels: 
Oh, come, let us adore him,  
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
God of God, light of light, 
Lo he abhors not the virgin’s womb 
Very God, begotten not created 
Oh, come, let us adore him,  
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God In the highest: 
Oh, come, let us adore him,  
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
Yea, Lord we greet thee, 
Born this happy morning 
Jesus to thee be glory given. 
Word of the Father now in flesh appearing 
Oh, come, let us adore him,  
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord 
 
 



Bible reading: 
Matthew 1:18-25  Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son 
 
 18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet[e] did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus,[f] because he will save his people from their sins.” 
 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
 
 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 
Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a 
son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
 
Carol – O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
1. O little town of Bethlehem  
How still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
Is  everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 
 
2. For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love 
O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God the King 
And Peace to men on earth 
 

3. How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may his His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 
4. O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born to us today 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 
O come to us, abide with us 
Our Lord Emmanuel   

 



Bible reading Luke 2:1-20   The Birth of Jesus 
 
 1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 
 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register 
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were 
there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available 
for them. 
 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, 
 
 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
   and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 
 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 
this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had been told. 
 



Carol – Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
 
Hark the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With the angelic host proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings 
Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Sermon 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   And in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right 
hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints,the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
 



 
While shepherds watch their flocks. 
1. While shepherds watched 

Their flocks by night 
All seated on the ground 
The angel of the Lord came down 
And glory shone around 
 

 
2  Fear not," he said, 

For mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled minds 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind, 
 

 
3  To you in David's  

Town this day 
Is born of David's line 
The Savior who is Christ the Lord 
And this shall be the sign 
 

 

4.  "The heavenly Babe 
You there shall find 
To human view displayed 
And meanly wrapped 
In swathing bands 
And in a manger laid 
 

 
5.  Thus spake the seraph, 

And forthwith 
Appeared a shining throng 
Of angels praising God, who thus 
Addressed their joyful song 
 

 
6.  "All glory be to 

God on high 
And to the earth be peace; 
Goodwill henceforth 
From heaven to men 
Begin and never cease 

 
 

Prayer 
 M  Lord in your mercy 
 C Hear our prayer 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom,  the power, and the glory are yours,  now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Carol – Joy to the world 
 

1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her king; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing. 

 
2 Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns: 

Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found. 

 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love. 
 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
 
 

BLESSING 
M The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favour,+ and give you peace.  

C Amen. 
 



Carol – Silent Night 
 

Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child 
Holy Infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 

Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ, the Saviour is born 
Christ, the Saviour is born 

 
Silent night, holy night 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth " 
 


